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CONVERSATION STARTER

[This week, the conversation starter is a little different. It is more of a Life Group, group project. 
First, make sure everyone has access to the same version of the Bible. It might be best to have 
everyone access the identical version on their phone or Bible app. Then say:] We are going 
to look at one event in Jesus’ life, but we are going to use all four gospels to do this. We will 
read each scripture together, then we will, as a group, rebuild the story, as best we can in 
order, in our own words. The scriptures we will be using are Matthew 26:45-56; Mark 14:43-52; 
Luke 22:47-53; and John 18:2-11. [By doing this exercise, you will get a clear picture of what 
happened when Judas, the temple guards, the religious patriots, and the soldiers came for 
Jesus. By the way, this is an excellent exercise for any of the parables and happenings in Jesus’ 
life. You can find the scriptures for each event by using a Harmony of the Gospels. There are 
several free versions online.]

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What impacted you the most as you rebuilt the story of Jesus’ arrest? What did you learn you 
didn’t already know?

Read Isaiah 53:7. How does Jesus’ response to persecution differ from ours when we are 
challenged or chastised? What does this teach us about Jesus? What is the lesson for us?

Read Mark 12:30-31. Then read Matthew 26:45-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; and John 
18:2-11. In this story, how do you see Jesus loving God with all his heart, soul, mind, and 
strength? How do you see showing His love to others? 

In the story of Gethsemane, Jesus’ prayer and his arrest, Peter fell asleep, was chastised by 
Jesus, deserted Him, and denied knowing Him. Mark ran away naked and left Jesus in the 
garden. After this incident, what did Peter and mark go on to accomplish for the Lord? [Peter 
ultimately becomes the leader of the Christian movement, and Mark writes one of the gospels.] 
What does this teach us about Jesus? What does it teach us about failure? 

This Facilitator Guide will help you lead the conversation. [Brackets] indicate simple cues for 
you, as a facilitator, and are not intended to be read aloud.
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PRAY

Continue to pray for the Leaders of The Crossing as they navigate this disruptive time. Pray for 
the tech team and all the tasks that they are doing to keep us connected. Pray that people will 
continue to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus through the ministry of The Crossing.


