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CONVERSATION STARTER

This week, the conversation starter is a little different. It is more of a Life Group group project. 
First, make sure everyone has access to the same version of the Bible. It might be best to have 
everyone access the same version on their phone or Bible app. Then say:] We are going to look 
at one event in Jesus’ life, but we are going to use all four gospels to do this. We will read each 
scripture together, then we will, as a group, rebuild the story, as best we can in order, in our 
own words. The scriptures we will be using are, Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:40-
46; and John 18:1. [By doing this exercise, you will get a clear picture of what happened in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. By the way, this is an excellent exercise for any of the parables and 
happenings in Jesus’ life. You can find the scriptures for each event by using a Harmony of the 
Gospels. There are several free versions online.]

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What impacted you the most as you rebuilt the story of Gethsemane? What did you learn that 
you didn’t already know?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. What was the primary cause of Jesus’ agony in the garden? [“His grief 
was fueled, first and foremost, by the horrifying recognition that He would soon become the 
bearer of sin and the object of divine wrath.”]

What does this tell us about our condition without Jesus? How should knowing this change the 
way we view sin in our lives?

Read John 10:17-18. Jesus could have walked away from the cross. So, what did Jesus mean 
when he asked if this cup to be taken away from him? What does this teach us about how to 
pray? What does this teach us about our relationship with God?

Read Mark 14:36 and Galatians 4:6-7. What does Abba mean? [It is a term used by children. It is 
like saying, “Daddy.”] What does this term tell us about Jesus’ prayer in the garden? What does 
the Galatians passage tell us about our ability to approach God because of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives? How does this term help us understand our present trials?

This Facilitator Guide will help you lead the conversation. [Brackets] indicate simple cues for 
you, as a facilitator, and are not intended to be read aloud.

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/2Co.5.21.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JHN.10.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/Mrk.14.36.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/GAL.4.6-7.NIV
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PRAY

Pray for our leaders during this time. Pray for both our governmental leaders and the leaders of 
The Crossing. The burdens of leadership are often heavy and carried alone. This is also a good 
time to encourage both Jerry and Clayton. In your group, take a few minutes to write an email 
to them and let them know how much you appreciate them. But don’t stop there, write a prayer 
for them in your email, too. 


